deceased, who was confined in prison, was found dead, hanging in his cell, when only a few hours before he was seen to be in good health and spirits. The key being in possession of the keeper, no one could have had access to the cell. The cell, which was of large size, had one window, secured by an iron grating, about two feet from the floor.
resistance perceptible. On the forehead and left side of the head were traces of dried blood. He was about thirty-two years old.
The following appearances were found on making a medical inspection of the body:
In the middle of the left parietal bones there were two wounds, with lacerated and swollen edges, surrounded by dried blood. One of these wounds was an inch and a half long; the bones beneath were uninjured. On the right side there were several smaller wounds, all having a lacerated character, and one extending through the cartilage of the right ear. The mark produced by the ligature on the neck was about three fourths of an inch wide, the skin was brown, and here and there corrugated. This mark was situated between the os hyoides and the larynx: there was no ecchymosis in its course. The trachea and its main branches were filled with a white frothy mucous liquid. The lungs and right side of the heart were congested with liquid blood.
The medical opinion given, was, that the deceased had died by hanging, and that he had hanged himself. This opinion was founded on the following facts:
The wounds on the head, which were evidently inflicted during life, were too unimportant in their character to be connected with the death of the deceased. They were superficial, and neither the bones nor the contents of the cranium had suffered from the violence which had produced them. 2d. I have examined the urethra in the bodies of five persons who had died of different diseases, and had remained lying on their backs, and I have constantly found semen in it. A man, set. sixty-eight, was examined four hours after death from cancer; the urethra was full of a viscid, lightly amber-coloured liquid, in which there were a great number of seminal animalcules. A man was examined eight hours after assassination ; on pressing the urethra, three drops of a milky liquid were obtained, in which a considerable number of animalcules were discerned. In a man of twenty-one, who died of consumption, and was examined thirty hours after; in another, aged forty-six; and in a third, aged sixty-two, examined three hours after death, animalcules were also found in the mucus of the urethra. In five other subjects, only mucus and urine were found in the urethra. The preceding, facts sufficiently prove, that the animalcules may be found in the urethra of persons dying of various diseases, and that they are, therefore, of no value ai signs of death from hanging.
The next series of examinations relates chiefly to the congestion of the organs of generation. A man, set. twenty, was examined seven hours after death. [Jan. On the Poisonous Effects of Copaiba. By M. Sandras. A man, set. 25, contracted a gonorrhoea, for which he was treated by an advertising quack. In a few weeks the discharge ceased. He entered La Pitie on the 13th August, for a pulmonary affection, which was soon cured; but his urethral discharge returned. The potion de Chopart, which contains copaiba, was prescribed for him; but it was discontinued, after two days' use, and an enema was ordered, containing half an ounce of the balsam. This was soon followed by pain at the stomach, vomiting, and general uneasiness; on the following day epileptic convulsions occurred, to an alarming extent; for three days he was unable to speak; it was necessary to tie him in bed, to prevent his sustaining injury during the convulsion. Cupping-glasses and moxas were applied by the side of the cervical vertebra; ice to the head; sinapisms to the feet and hands; and calomel was administered freely. Under the use of these means the convulsions ceased, and the nervous symptoms subsided. Twenty-five days after the attack he was detained in the hospital merely by the suppuration of the moxas. He went out perfectly well at the end of two months.
In this case no other cause could be assigned for the invasion of the symptoms than the administration of the copaiba. We must, therefore, place it among those instances of peculiar idiosyncrasy in which we find substances, frequently the most innocuous, become poisonous to particular individuals.
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